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Art Unit: 2618 

DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Regarding 
claim 1 , the prior art of record, Vataja teaches enabling both the sender and the 
intended recipient to send and receive an electronically deliverable message (Sections 
0023 and 0033); obtaining a message provided by the sender (Sections 0027-0028); 
obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of the message (Sections 
0004-0006 and 0027); tracking a specified mobile object having a position-determining 
device that determines its own current position, and which transmits its then current 
position at preset time intervals (Sections 0029-0030); determining from the transmitted 
current position whether the specified mobile object has reached the designated 
location (Sections 0007 and 0031 ); and initiating a procedure for automatic delivery of 
the message electronically to the intended recipient upon the specified mobile object 
being determined to have reached the designated location (Sections 0008 and 0031); 
wherein the specified mobile object is identified by the sender, and has a motion 
characteristic not associated with motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 
and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same motion than there would be no need to 
transmit a message since the users would be next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the message (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches the 
sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
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communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method to electronically deliver a message 
from a sender to an intended recipient based on tracking movement of a third device, 
the method comprising acts of enabling both the sender using a first device and the 
intended recipient using a second device to send and receive an electronically 
deliverable message between the first and second devices; obtaining a message 
provided by the sender; obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of 
said message; tracking the third device having a position-determining device that 
determines its own current position, and which transmits its then current position at 
preset time intervals; determining from the transmitted current position whether the third 
device has reached said designated location; and initiating a procedure for automatic 
delivery of said message electronically to the second device of the intended recipient 
upon the third device being determined to have reached said designated location, with 
each of the first, second and third devices being different devices; wherein the third 
device is identified by the sender. 

The prior art of record fails to teach the claimed subject matter as claimed and 
substantially connected in claims 1 , 5-6, 9-19, and 54. 

Regarding claim 20, Vataja teaches providing each of the clients with a position- 
determining device that determines its own current position (Sections 0027 and 0029); 
obtaining, at the server, a message based on input from a first client (Sections 0027- 
0028); obtaining, at the server, a designated location based on input from the first client 
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(Sections 0004-0006 and 0027); obtaining, at the server, an identification of a second 
client as the intended recipient of the message, based on input from the first client 
(Sections 0031-0032); obtaining, at the server, identification one of the clients which is 
to be tracked for delivery of the message (Section 0029 and 0031-0032); determining, 
from the position-determining device of the client to be tracked for delivery of the 
message, whether the client being tracked has arrived at the designated location 
(Sections 0007 and 0031); automatically triggering electronic delivery of the message 
to the intended recipient upon the tracked mobile client being determined to have 
arrived at the designated location (Sections 0008 and 0031); and identifying the 
tracked mobile client, wherein the tracked mobile client has a motion characteristic not 
associated with motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, 
if both devices had the same motion than there would be no need to transmit a 
message since the users would be next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the first client provided the input (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches the 
sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method for delivering a message with an 
electronic communication system servicing a plurality of clients in a client-server 
relationship, wherein the system includes a server, and wherein each of the clients 
includes a position-determining device, the method comprising acts of providing each 
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of the clients with a position-determining device that determines its own current 
position; obtaining, at the server, a message based on input from a first client; 
obtaining, at the server, a designated location based on input from said first client; 
obtaining, at the server, an identification of a second client as the intended recipient of 
said message, based on input from said first client; obtaining, at the server, 
identification of a third client which is to be tracked for delivery of said message; 
determining, from the position-determining device of said third client to be tracked for 
delivery of said message, whether said third client being tracked has arrived at said 
designated location; and automatically triggering electronic delivery of said message to 
the second client upon said third client being determined to have arrived at said 
designated location, with each of the first, second and third clients being different 
clients. 

The prior art of record fails to teach the claimed subject matter as claimed and 
substantially connected in claims 20 and 22. 

Regarding claim 33, Vataja teaches enabling each of the plurality of users to both 
send and receive electric message data (Sections 0023 and 0033); processing and 
storing electronic message data provided by the sender (Sections 0027-0028); tracking 
the position of the specified mobile object (Sections 0007 and 0031); automatically 
delivering the stored message data to the intended recipient upon arrival of the 
specified mobile has a motion characteristic not associated with motion of the intended 
recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same motion 
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than there would be no need to transmit a message since the users would be next to 
each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the electric message data (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047- 
51 , teaches the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a 
different state communicating to the network navigation center] and the network 
navigation center where the message is sent is a different location from a designated 
location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method for operating an electronic 
communications system servicing a plurality of users for enabling any sender using a 
first device to automatically deliver a message electronically to an intended recipient 
using a second device, based on the tracked position of a third device, the method 
comprising acts of enabling each of the plurality of users to both send and receive 
electronic message data; processing and storing electronic message data provided by 
the sender; tracking the position of the third device automatically delivering the stored 
electronic message data to the second device of the intended recipient upon arrival of 
the third device at a designated location, with each of the first, second and third 
devices being different devices. 

The prior art of record fails to teach the claimed subject matter as claimed and 
substantially connected in claims 33-39. 

Regarding claim 40, Vataja teaches the means for enabling the sender and the 
intended recipient to both send and receive an electronically deliverable message 
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(Sections 0023 and 0033); means for obtaining a message provided by the sender 
(Sections 0025-0028); means for obtaining a location designated by the sender for 
delivery of the message (Sections 0004-0006 and 0027); means for tracking a 
specified mobile object having a position-determining device that determines its own 
current position, and which transmits its then current position at preset time intervals 
(Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031 ); means for determining from the transmitted current 
position whether the specified mobile object has reached the designated location 
(Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031 ); means for initiating a procedure for automatic 
delivery of the message electronically to the intended recipient upon the specified 
mobile object being determined to have reached the designated location (Sections 
0008 and 0031 ); and identifying the specified mobile object, wherein the specified 
mobile object has a motion characteristic not associated with motion of the intended 
recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same motion 
than there would be no need to transmit a message since the users would be next to 
each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the message (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches 
the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach an apparatus to electronically deliver a 
message from a sender using a first device to an intended recipient using a second 
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device based on tracking movement of a third device, the apparatus comprising means 
for enabling both the sender and the intended recipient to send and receive an 
electronically deliverable message; means for obtaining a message provided by the 
sender; means for obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of said 
message; means for tracking the third device having a position-determining device that 
determines its own current position, and which transmits its then current position at 
preset time intervals; means for determining from the transmitted current position 
whether the third device has reached said designated location; means for initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of said message electronically to the second device of 
the intended recipient upon the third device being determined to have reached said 
designated location, with each of the first, second and third devices being different 
devices. 

Regarding claim 41 , Vataja teaches means for obtaining, at the server, a 
message based on input from a first client (Sections 0025-0028); means for obtaining, 
at the server, a designated location based on input from the first client (Sections 0004- 
0006 and 0027); means for obtaining, at the server, an identification of a second client 
as the intended recipient of the message, based on input from the first client (Sections 
0004-0006, 0027-0028, and 0031-0032); means for obtaining, at the server, 
identification of a mobile client to be tracked for delivery of the message (Sections 
0007, 0029, and 0031); means for determining, from the position-determining device 
of the client to be tracked for delivery of the message, whether the client being tracked 
has arrived at the designated location (Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031); means for 
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automatically triggering electronic delivery of the message to the intended recipient 
upon the tracked mobile client being determined to have arrived at the designated 
location (Sections 0008 and 0031 ); and means for identifying the tracked mobile client, 
wherein the tracked mobile client has a motion characteristic not associated with 
motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, if both devices 
had the same motion than there would be no need to transmit a message since the 
users would be next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the first client provided the input (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches the 
sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach an apparatus for delivering a message with 
an electronic communication system servicing a plurality of clients in a client-server 
relationship, wherein the system includes a server, and wherein each of the clients 
includes a position- determining device for determining its own current position, the 
apparatus comprising means for obtaining, at the server, a message based on input 
from a first client; means for obtaining, at the server, a designated location based on 
input from said first client; means for obtaining, at the server, an identification of a 
second client as the intended recipient of said message, based on input from said first 
client; means for obtaining, at the server, identification of a third client to be tracked for 
delivery of said message; means for determining, from the position-determining device 
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of said client to be tracked for delivery of said message, whether the third client being 
tracked has arrived at said designated location; means for automatically triggering 
electronic delivery of said message to the second client of the intended recipient upon 
the third client being determined to have arrived at said designated location, with each 
of the first, second and third clients being different clients. 

Regarding claim 42, Vataja teaches means for obtaining, at the server, a 
message based on input from a first client (Sections 0025-0028); means for obtaining, 
at the server, a designated location based on input from the first client (Sections 0004- 
0006 and 0027); means for obtaining, at the server, a delivery rule based on input from 
the first client for delivering the message to an intended recipient, wherein the delivery 
rule includes arrival of a specified mobile client at the designated location (Sections 
0004-0006, 0027-0028, and 0031-0032); means for determining, from the position- 
determining device of the mobile client, whether the specified mobile client has arrived 
at the designated location (Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031); means for upon the 
specified mobile client being determined to have arrived at the designated location, 
triggering electronic delivery of the message to the intended recipient, based upon the 
delivery rule (Sections 0008 and 0031 ); and means for identifying the tracked mobile 
client, wherein the tracked mobile client has a motion characteristic not associated with 
motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, if both devices 
had the same motion than there would be no need to transmit a message since the 
users would be next to each other). 
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Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the first client provided the input (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches the 
sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach an apparatus for delivering a message with 
an electronic communication system servicing a plurality of clients in a client-server 
relationship, wherein the system includes a server, and wherein each of the clients 
includes a position- determining device for determining its own current position, the 
apparatus comprising means for obtaining, at the server a message based on input 
from a first client; means for obtaining, at the server, a designated location based on 
input from said first client; means for obtaining, at the server, a delivery rule based on 
input from said first client for delivering said message to a second client of an intended 
recipient, wherein said delivery rule includes arrival of a third client at said designated 
location; means for determining, from the position-determining device of the third client, 
whether the third client has arrived at said designated location; means for upon the 
third client being determined to have arrived at said designated location, triggering 
electronic delivery of said message to the second client of the intended recipient, 
based upon said delivery rule, with each of the first, second and third clients being 
different clients. 

Regarding claim 47, Vataja teaches means for enabling the sender and the 
intended recipient to both send and receive an electronically deliverable message 
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(Sections 0023 and 0033); means for processing and storing message data provided 
by the sender (Sections 0025-0028); means for tracking the position of the specified 
mobile object (Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031); means for automatically delivering a 
message electronically to the intended recipient upon arrival of the specified mobile 
object at a designated location (Sections 0008 and 0031); and means for identifying 
the specified mobile object, wherein the specified mobile object has a motion 
characteristic not associated with motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 
and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same motion than there would be no need to 
transmit a message since the users would be next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the message data (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , 
teaches the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different 
state communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation 
center where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach an apparatus for operating an electronic 
communications system servicing a plurality of users for enabling any sender using a 
first device to automatically deliver a message electronically to an intended recipient 
using a second device, based on the tracked position of a third device, the apparatus 
comprising means for enabling both the sender and the intended recipient to send and 
receive an electronically deliverable message; means for processing and storing 
message data provided by the sender; means for tracking the position of the third 
device; means for automatically delivering a message electronically to the second 
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device of the intended recipient upon arrival of the third device at a designated 
location, with each of the first, second and third devices being different devices. 

Regarding claim 48, Vataja teaches obtaining a message provided by the sender 
(Sections 0025-0028); obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of the 
message (Sections 0004-0006 and 0027); tracking a specified mobile object having a 
position-determining device that determines its own current position, and which 
transmits its then current position at preset time intervals (Sections 0029-0031); 
determining from the transmitted current position whether the specified mobile object 
has reached the designated location (Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031); and initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of the message electronically to the intended recipient 
upon the specified mobile object being determined to have reached the designated 
location, and wherein the specified mobile object has a motion characteristic not 
associated with motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, 
if both devices had the same motion than there would be no need to transmit a 
message since the users would be next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the message (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches 
the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method to electronically deliver a message 
from a sender using a first device to an intended recipient using a second device based 
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on tracking movement of a third device, the method comprising acts of: obtaining a 
message provided by the sender; obtaining a location designated by the sender for 
delivery of said message; tracking the third device having a position-determining 
device that determines its own current position, and which transmits its then current 
position at preset time intervals; determining from the transmitted current position 
whether the third device has reached said designated location; and initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of said message electronically to the second device of 
the intended recipient upon the third device being determined to have reached said 
designated location, with each of the first, second and third devices being different 
devices. 

Regarding claim 49, Vataja's method for delivery of advertisement information to 
mobile units teaches obtaining a message provided by the sender (Sponsor/User) 
(Sections 0025-0028); obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of the 
message (Sections 0004-0006 and 0027); tracking a specified mobile object having a 
position-determining device that determines its own current position, and which 
transmits its then current position at preset time intervals (Sections 0029-0031); 
determining from the transmitted current position whether the specified mobile object 
has reached the designated location (Sections 0029-0031); and initiating a procedure 
for automatic delivery of the message electronically to the intended recipient upon the 
specified mobile object being determined to have reached the designated location 
(Sections 0008 and 0031), and wherein the message is at least one of data, text, audio 
and video modes (SMS, picture; Sections 0025, 0027, and 0034); and wherein the 
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specified mobile object has a motion characteristic not associated with motion of the 
intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same 
motion than there would be no need to transmit a message since the users would be 
next to each other). 

Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the sender provided the message (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51 , teaches 
the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different state 
communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation center 
where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

Owensby's method for providing targeted messages based on wireless mobile 
location teaches a mode in which the message is reproduced for the intended recipient 
is in accordance with a setting controlled by the intended recipient (Col. 9 line 50-Col. 
10 line 11). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method to electronically deliver a message 
from a sender using a first device to an intended recipient using a second device based 
on tracking movement of a third device, the method comprising acts of obtaining a 
message provided by the sender; obtaining a location designated by the sender for 
delivery of said message; tracking the third device having a position-determining 
device that determines its own current position, and which transmits its then current 
position at preset time intervals; determining from the transmitted current position 
whether the third device has reached said designated location; and initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of said message electronically to the second device of 
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the intended recipient upon the third device being determined to have reached said 
designated location, wherein said message is at least one of data, text, audio and 
video modes, wherein a mode in which said message is reproduced by the second 
device for the intended recipient is in accordance with a setting controlled by the 
intended recipient, with each of the first, second and third devices being different 
devices. 

Regarding claim 50, Vataja teaches obtaining a message provided by the sender 
(Sections 0025-0028); obtaining a location designated by the sender for delivery of the 
message (Sections 0004-0006 and 0027); tracking a specified mobile object having a 
position-determining device that determines its own current position, and which 
transmits its then current position at preset time intervals (Sections 0029-0031); 
determining from the transmitted current position whether the specified mobile object 
has reached the designated location (Sections 0007, 0029, and 0031); and initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of the message electronically to the intended recipient 
upon the specified mobile object being determined to have reached the designated 
location (Sections 0008 and 0031 ), wherein the message is at least one of data, text, 
audio and video modes (SMS, picture; Sections 0025, 0027, and 0034); and identifying 
the specified mobile object, wherein the specified mobile object has a motion 
characteristic not associated with motion of the intended recipient (Sections 0004-0008 
and 0027-0032, if both devices had the same motion than there would be no need to 
transmit a message since the users would be next to each other). 
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Teshima teaches wherein the designated location is a different location from 
where the mobile sender provided the message (Sections 0015-0016 and 0047-51, 
teaches the sponsor [can be at home on a home PC or on a mobile phone in a different 
state communicating to the network navigation center] and the network navigation 
center where the message is sent is a different location from a designated location). 

The prior art of record fails to teach a method to electronically deliver a message 
from a mobile sender using a first device to an intended recipient using a second device 
based on tracking movement of a third device, the method comprising obtaining a 
message provided by the mobile sender; obtaining a location designated by the mobile 
sender for delivery of said message; tracking the third device having a position- 
determining device that determines its own current position, and which transmits its then 
current position at preset time intervals; determining from the transmitted current 
position whether the third device has reached said designated location; initiating a 
procedure for automatic delivery of said message electronically to the second device of 
the intended recipient upon the third device being determined to have reached said 
designated location, with each of the first, second and third devices being different 
devices. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lohtia discloses a location based messaging. Thenthiruperai 
discloses a system for conveying location-granualarity preferences with location-based 
service requests. Obradovich discloses a technique for effective communications with 
and provision of global positioning system based advertising information to automobiles. 
Jenkins discloses a system of accessing and recording messages at coordinate way 
points. Takiguchi discloses a location messaging system using GPS. Greene discloses 
a location specific messaging system. Busso discloses a mobile communication system 
enabling location associated messages. Fransioli discloses a location based 
messaging system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW WENDELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0557. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/NAY MAUNG/ /Andrew Wendell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2618 Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
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